UVCB substance meeting with
Eurometaux



Background

e SID has come up in the Eurometaux-ECHA meetings
but has not been explicitly addressed

e C2 has processed Art(26) inquiry dossiers where
Issues with the strategy taken by the sector have
become apparent

e Presentations given in previous meetings and also the
current meeting indicate that it would be useful to
clarify
e The role of EINECS in SID
e Merging EINECS entries/EINCES description
e SID of UVCBs according to REACH and the Guidance on SID
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Principle

e |dentification of the substance is the starting point of
REACH and CLP
e |ldentification of the substance must give a solid

handle to the registrant and to regulatory authorities
so that they can ensure the safe use of the substance

In all its grades and in all its uses

e Definition, principles and requirements of REACH and
the guidance with regard to SID aim at providing this
reliable handle
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Some comments on the SID approach proposed

Approach highlights

e importance of source and process for identification of
UVCBs

e Relevance of chemical speciation
eji.e. Cu # CuO # CuS # CuS0O4

Implementation challenges

e Defining the source and the process

e Variability in the source and the process

e Elemental analysis precedence over speciation
e Reporting information
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Comments on how the approach seems to
have been implemented

Taking “slimes and sludge, copper electrorefining” as an
example

e Merging EC entries

e Revising EINECS descriptions

e Scope of the process

e Information provided on composition
e Concentration ranges
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Scope of the substance registered

e EINECS entries have been merged
e EINECS descriptions have been revised
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Guidance on SID for UVCBs

e “The conseguence of defining a substance as UVCB is that
any significant change of source or process would be likely

to lead to a different substance that should be registered
again.”

e UVCB substance “shall in general be identified by its name,
its origin or source and the most relevant steps taken
during processing”.

e Source: needs to be defined
e Change in source could trigger a new substance

e Process: refinement given as an example in the Guidance
e Further refinement of slimes would trigger a new substance
e Decopperization may be regarded as refinement
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Relevance of process and source

e Substances with variability in composition and/or
unknown constituents
e Process and source are then integral to the identification

e Why: process and source fix the composition and thus the
identity of the substance

e Where process and/or sources are varied, composition variation
IS unknown and generic (e.g. 0-73 % Copper)

e Ildentity of the substance is poorly defined which makes it
Impossible to ensure its safe use

e Intrinsic variability in source for a given process acceptable (e.g.
ores from different regions for copper smelting)
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Guidance and the approach proposed
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How "“process” has been defined

e \We have noted that for both types, the reported variations in
composition are very large

e E.g. lead bullion (Pb 10-90 %, Sb 0-60 %, Sn 0-60 % Cu 0-40 %, zinc 0-30 %, Fe
0-30 % etc. )

e Flue dust (Cu 0.1-75 %, lead 0.1-65 %, Zn 0.1-75 %, As 0.001-36 %, oxide O-
60%, Fe 0-35 %, etc.)
e Not clear: proposed grouping of residues based on same “method
of removal” although they would come from different
furnaces/reactors
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Sources and processes are not
Independent variables

Processes cannot be overly
generic (e.g. Flue dust)

Sources cannot be overly
generic (e.g. an ore is not the
same source as scrap metal)

Composition is reported per LE

Elemental analysis alone is not
sufficient for the composition

Broad concentrations ranges
are a flag that more than one
substance is being registered

EINCES/ELINCS entries are
fixed — SID cannot be
redefined and still keep the
EINECS/ELINCS entry

EINECS descriptions cannot be
revised.
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Proposed risk assessment strategy

Starting point

e Proposed approach needs to be applied to substances as
Identified following the principles derived from REACH and
the Guidance on SID
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Thank You.



