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Precious metals…not only precious because of 
their price…

But also because of:

- Their chemical catalyst function:

- “Value” promotes recycling
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Precious metals…not only “precious” because of 
their price…

But also because of:

- Their key role in future 
breakthrough technologies 
for a more sustainable 
economy: key role for fuel 
cells
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Demografic Moving of the More people       Climate & Technology
changes economic power in the cities prim. Mat shortage     changes

Megatrends and what they may mean for 
Precious Metals (PMs)

Trends dixit PWC… 

Main expected trends in respect to PMs: 
- Technological breakthroughs: 

- Fuel Cell
- Economic breakthroughs: 

- Do more with less
- Societal breakthroughs: 

- Safe products  & Circular economy
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Another way of looking to it… 
for Precious Metals

Pg.5

More 
sustainable

Recover materials 
& their energy !

PMs are SCARCE and have 
a large FOOTPRINT
(primary production)
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Circular Economy (recycling) vs 
Chemicals Management (REACH)

Pg.6

Not always best friends…..
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CONFLICT and OPPORTUNITY: CEREACH

Pg.7

What type of “challenges” form barriers for a Safe Product use 
in a Circular Economy?

LEGAL

REGULATORYSOCIETAL



@Eurometaux

CONFLICT and OPPORTUNITY: CEREACH

Pg.8

LEGAL

- DON’t make RECYCLING LEGALLY

(Close to) IMPOSSIBLE

By:
- Implementing too strict impurity management

N.B.: PMs are only a small fraction 
of the recycled materials  
but the most valuable part

LEGAL

REGULATORYSOCIETAL
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CONFLICT and OPPORTUNITY: CEREACH

Pg.9

REGULATORY
- Risk Management of Impurities is KEY
- SURE… :

- But PMs are the small concentration

- Others are the driver for 
regulatory action
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REGULATORYSOCIETAL

PM
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CONFLICT and OPPORTUNITY: CEREACH
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SOCIETAL

Recycle as much as possible
- PERFECT if recycled materials are available…
- But Recycling needs Technology

LEGAL

REGULATORYSOCIETAL

Out of use
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CONFLICT and OPPORTUNITY: CEREACH

Pg.11

CONCLUSION

How can we reduce / eliminate the barriers to promote a 
Circular Economy for (Precious) Metals while ensuring 

safe manufacturing, use and recycling?

for today
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