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[bookmark: _Hlk491265044]Silver CLH Proposal – Statement 

On XXXX, European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) published the intention of Sweden to classify silver as:
· Repr. 1B, H360FD
· TO BE COMPLETED with the other proposals
(INCLUDE THE LINK)
This classification has been proposed in the context of the Biocidal Products Regulation but will apply to other regulations (e.g.: REACH) and other applications (e.g.: jewellery, electronics, solar energy etc.) as well. 
A similar proposal has already been published for silver nitrate in December 2018 and is expected for silver chloride soon. Based on the read-across strategy supported by the REACH registration dossiers, these different proposals will impact silver as well as silver compounds. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The EPMF is not supporting this classification proposal because it is based on weak weight of evidence rather than robust scientific data. The EPMF has identified data gaps in the scientific database for silver, and has been proactive in filling this data gap. Under REACH, the EPMF submitted a Testing Proposal to perform an Extended One Generation Reproductive Toxicity study in 2015 for silver. In April 2018, the EPMF submitted an updated Testing Proposal to the ECHA after having identified several weaknesses in the most recent research. The ECHA has accepted the Testing Proposal and the Member States review should begin soon. The EPMF is hopeful that the Testing Proposal will be accepted and that agencies will agree on science-based classifications for silver and silver compounds in the future.	Comment by france.capon.epmf@outlook.com: To be adapted if needed depending on the submission of the CLH. 
European Citizens use or own nearly 60% of the silver in the EU market in the form of investments, silverware, and jewellery. Silver and silver compounds are essential components in Green Technologies such as solar power, electrodes, fast chargers, and in-road chargers. 
Europe recycles 37% of the world’s silver and produces 17% of primary silver in the world.
Hence, the EPMF believes that great care is needed in making any proposals for the Classification and Labelling of silver and silver compounds. 
The EPMF profoundly regrets that the Swedish Chemical Agency has chosen to submit a classification proposal for silver nitrate in December of 2018 and for silver in …, and that they will soon submit another separate proposal for silver chloride without properly recognizing the scientific data gaps and taking into account the Testing Proposal under REACH. It is frustrating for the precious metals industry to see two parallel but separate processes which have an impact on each other working in isolation and, potentially, leading to different outcomes.  
The EPMF will make all necessary efforts to reconcile the two proposals and to ensure the classification is based on sound scientific evidence.


European Precious Metals Federation 
[image: ]Secretariat: Katrien Arijs (EPMF)/ France Capon (EPMF)
p1
7 March 2019 | Silver CLH proposal - statement
	

image1.png
European Precious Metals
Federation





image2.png




